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I n s i d e
• Residents of the Session Hill
neighborhood are mad as #$%
and aren’t going to take it
anymore. Page 4

A city-wide clean-up day
will be held this Saturday, June
30, from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

Dumpsters will be placed at
the public works department,
recreation department and the
NFC building for city residents
to use.

The Times will be delivered
a day later, on Thursday, next
week due to the Independence
Day holiday.

w w w. t h e b l a c k s h e a r t i m e s . c o m

Calling the

U.S.A.
Calling the

U.S.A.
STORY & PHOTO

BY JASON DEAL

Carl Sutton talks to
fellow HAM operators
in Cincinnati, OH and
Sebring, FL.

HAM radio enthusiasts could be
a life-saving link here one day
I magine having a major hurricane and being

without telephone or cell phone service for
more than three days. 

While everyone hopes such a thing doesn•t
happen here, some local residents are preparing to
help out in case a natural disaster occurs.

Amateur radio enthusiasts had a field day
Saturday  „ literally. 

About a dozen local amateur radio operators
met at Patterson Lions Park Saturday to
participate in the national American Radio Relay
League•s (ARRL) Field Day. The field day events
are held periodically throughout the year. 

The event features amateur radio (ham radio)
operators and their equipment in demonstrating 

(Continued on Page 5)

Our Kids
are making

PROGRESS
Student scores on CRC Test
boost every school here to

meet ‘adequate progress’ goal

By JASON DEAL

Staff Writer
The Spirit of Liberty is up in

Patterson, now the community is
just waiting for everyone to come
on down. 

The City•s third annual Spirit
of Liberty festival will take place
this weekend at Patterson Lions•

Park on Highway 32.
The weekend will feature

entertainment, concessions, arts
and crafts, the annual barbeque,
a poker run, antique car and
tractor show and of course,

fireworks. 
•We are so excited about this

year•s event,Ž says Patterson
Mayor Sammie June Thomas.
•We think it is going to be huge.Ž

The mayor says the city

continues to receive inquiries
about the festival and notes they
are now having to turn potential
vendors away. 

•We have been surprised at
the interest, but we think that is

a testament to our community,Ž
she says. •We•d like to
accommodate everybody, but we
are simply out of room to put
anyone else.Ž 

The unofficial start of the

festival will be tomorrow,
Thursday, June 28, with a
softball tournament at the Bill
Walker and Edison Kicklighter
Fields, next door to the festival
grounds. 

The tournament will continue
throughout the weekend.

(Continued on Page 5)

‘Spirit of Liberty’ Festival all set
Fun, food, music & more is on top this weekend in Patterson

There it is! Kick it!
Summer soccer camp held last week at PCHS
featured a flurry of fancy footwork. Future
Bears took part in drills and scrimmages
alongside current school players. Pictured
scrambling for the ball are (l-r) Jacob Sauls,

Jonathan Waters and Clay Parker. Camp
instructor and PCHS soccer player Grace
Jeffords watches closely, as does Abby Cox from
the goal keeper’s position.

Photo by Trishell Bates

Beware!
A new scam is
here trying to
steal your $$

The scammers are back.  
The Pierce County Sheriff•s

Department is warning the public
to beware of a new scam involving
bogus checks. 

•This is a new kind of deal
involving travelers checks,Ž says
Sgt. Robert Newton. •We are
getting a few like this now. It
generally starts when the victim
replies to an e-mail.Ž

Newton says the latest scam is
different from lottery scams
common here in recent months.

The new scam is a little more
high-tech. The so-called •winning
notificationŽ is done by e-mail. 

First, checks are delivered by
United Parcel Service (UPS) or
some other package delivery
service to unsuspecting parties.
The addresses „ both to and
from „ are handwritten. 

•That•s unusual, but of course
the return address has turned out
to be fake,Ž the sergeant says. 

The travelers checks are
drawn on a Spanish branch of
Citicorp Financial. 

Newton says the fraud is
carried out by asking the victim to
cash the checks and send part of
the money back to a different
address from the one on the
package. That address is
generally in Canada.

•The checks  are apparently
stolen,Ž says Newton. •They have
no signature validating them.Ž

Newton says anyone receiving
one of the travelers checks is
asked to call or bring them by the
sheriff•s department.  

By DEANN KOMANECKY • Managing Editor
Local educators say they are pleased this week with the

release of Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT)  scores
for elementary and middle school students.

Pierce students out-scored state
averages in 33 of 36 categories. The
results are an improvement over last
year when students scored better than
the state in 31 of 36 test areas.

•It•s exciting to see the progress
we•ve made over the last few years,Ž
said Superintendent Dr. Joy Williams.

Good CRCT results also mean all
local schools met an important
national benchmark … Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). Schools
not making AYP two consecutive years are placed on the Needs
Improvement list. The high school did not make AYP last year.

•Our teachers, administrators, parents and students have 
(Continued on Page 2)

County asked to
increase funding
for Rec Program
Jowers says Rec Dept. can’t keep
employees, maintain facilities

By JASON DEAL • Staff Writer
The key to improving the county•s recreation department is a

three-step process, according to recreation board chairman Moose
Jowers. Those steps were outlined by Jowers to county
commissioners last week. 

Jowers says the beleagured recreation
department would be better if:

€ the department is solely under county
management,

€ if the employees receive better salary and
benefits and

€  if a new recreation complex is built. 
Jowers, a former recreation director,

outlined specifics of a plan to improve the
department. He was accompanied by board
member and middle school athletic director
Maureen Brown. 

•We are funded by two different governments and that causes us
problems,Ž he said. •Both are on different budget years and we
never know when, or if, our money is going to come through.Ž 

The chairman explained if the county were to take over the
department those issues could be resolved. He said a county
takeover could help with the other two issues the department faces
„ employee turnover and future growth and development.

•Right now, we are asking someone with 10 years experience and
a degree in recreation to come and work for $30,000 per year
without benefits,Ž he says.

Jowers said the department simply cannot compete. 
(Continued on Page 5)

“A pat on the
back goes to the
entirestaff and
faculty of the

middle school.”
„ Dr. Joy Williams

Results for local elementary grades, when compared with
area schools, could indicate more work may need to be done.
CRCT pass rates for grades 1-5 locally only topped schools in
Brantley, Bacon, Atkinson, Clinch, Charlton and Ware counties,
three of 21 times. Clinch students led scoring eight times.

•We•d like to be in the lead, of course,Ž says Williams. •We•ll
be taking a look at that and see where we need to work. We did
have many elementary students who exceeded expectations on
the tests.Ž 

Lower grades lag our neighbors, though

Moose Jowers

Go to theblacksheartimes.com and click on TownTalk to comment on this story.
Turn to Page 4 to read Robert Williams’ opinion first.

Go to theblacksheartimes.com and click
on TownTalk to comment on this story.

CLEAN-UP DAY
IN B•SHEAR SAT.
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